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OUTREACH
Reaching out to others, or becoming involved in a community or effort.

How can Outreach benefit your team?

● Creates awareness of your team and FIRST to potential sponsors, team 

members and advocates in your community. 

● Develops important traits for students: responsibility and confidence

● Great opportunity for students to practice public speaking and great 

practice for speaking to judges. 

OUTREACH TYPES & OBJECTIVES

The two main forms of community outreach FIRST Robotics teams engage in are STEM Based 

(Technical outreach centered around your team, FIRST and/or STEM providing demonstrations, 

workshops, etc) and Volunteerism (centered around your community’s needs).



This is what a typical audience looks like

at a STEM based demo



STEM Based Outreach

STEM Based outreach is an essential part of taking the skills and knowledge your experience 

in FRC has given you, and using it to educate and inspire others. 

● Demonstrations - Whether they’re at town festivals, within your school district, or 

for local businesses, this is a great way to excite and engage people of all ages and 

backgrounds in STEM, FIRST and your team.

○ Demos are perfect recruitment opportunities for new students, mentors, sponsors 

and supporters. This is a personal interaction with team members sharing their 

insight and experience to engage and excite people. Question and answer sessions 

during a demo often lead to great discussions and help both technical and non 

technical spectators leave with a heightened level of excitement and interest. 

■  Tips: bringing your robot, spare parts, photos and videos of your team will 

further excite and engage spectators. It shows the scope and spectrum of your team 

and robot during the competition and build season, which is often hard to put into 

words.



Whether you’re demonstrating your robot or cleaning up trash...



Volunteerism Based Outreach

● Pinpoint a need in your community and work together as a team to meet that need.  

Consider volunteering at local places in need such as food pantries, parks and 

recreational areas in need of cleaning, boys and girls clubs and senior centers.

● Individual benefits of volunteering: Volunteering teaches valuable skills and 

strengthens college and job applications. People who are taught early on to give back 

to their community are more likely to do so into adulthood (like a lot of our current 

young FRC mentors in NE FIRST!).

● Volunteering helps create and uphold a positive relationship and image with the 

community that you're giving back to. It breaks stereotypes! 



Get your #hashtags ready!

#omgrobots / #morethanrobots / #WeAreNE / #MakeThingsBetter



Spreading the Word to Your Communities (Remotely!)
Through social media, flyers and other means you can promote awareness of your team and 
your outreach from just about anywhere.

Social media is an easy and effective way to engage your schools, sponsors, towns and 

robotics community with your team. 

● Twitter/Instagram : Use photos and messages to engage with school systems, sponsors, 

individuals, newspapers.

○ Network with other teams, share experiences and information. Tagging other teams, 

sponsors and communities along with 

● Facebook: Great for advertising upcoming outreach and events. Easily able to share 

amongst your team members, news outlets and community members. Also a great way to 

create a page for your team and tag community staples such as school districts, 

community representatives, news outlets, community groups and businesses. 

○ Easy and effective way to promote team events, engage other teams with by 

tagging, and effective way to use hashtags to reach a larger audience. (ex. 

#omgrobots, #WeAreNE, etc)



Getting Your Name Out There VIA Social Media
Through social media, flyers and other means you can promote awareness of your team and 
your outreach from just about anywhere.

Social media is an easy and effective way to engage your schools, sponsors, towns and 

robotics community with your team. 

● Twitter/Instagram : Use photos and messages to engage with school systems, sponsors, 

individuals, newspapers.

○ Network with other teams, share experiences and information. Tagging other teams, 

sponsors and communities along with 

● Facebook: Great for advertising upcoming outreach and events. Easily able to share 

amongst your team members, news outlets and community members. Also a great way to 

create a page for your team and tag community staples such as school districts, 

community representatives, news outlets, community groups and businesses. 

○ Easy and effective way to promote team events, engage other teams with by 

tagging, and effective way to use hashtags to reach a larger audience. (ex. 

#omgrobots, #WeAreNE, etc)



Get your team on social media! Connect with us and others!

@NEFIRST (twitter)  - Facebook.com/NEFIRSTOrg - @NEFIRST (instagram)



● Newsletter Blasts:Creating a team newsletter is a great way to easily reach hundreds 

of school members, representatives, and other people near and far from your community. 

This is a very easy and FREE way to keep a large number of people engaged year round.

○ An effective way to engage and keep people up to date. This is especially 

effective with school districts. You can easily update your entire school system 

staff or sponsor staff with a newsletter and a single email!

● Flyers: An easy way to advertise upcoming events, fundraisers and needs for your team 

or a cause you’re helping out. Local businesses often let teams post flyers and 

they’re easy to hand out at events for people to take with them.

● Press Releases: If you make a connection with a local newspaper or media outlet, be 

sure to keep them up to date with your endeavors and successes throughout the season. 

...continued



And here’s Dean getting hit in the face with a soccer ball



Additional Resources

2016 Championship Conference Link

● http://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/workshops-and-conferences

○ Walt’s STEM Toolbox: Using “Outreach in a Box” and “Camp in a Can” to Inspire any 

Community 

http://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/workshops-and-conferences
http://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/conferences/2016/walts-stem-toolbox-using-outreach-in-a-box-and-camp-in-a-can-to-inspire-any-community.pptx
http://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/conferences/2016/walts-stem-toolbox-using-outreach-in-a-box-and-camp-in-a-can-to-inspire-any-community.pptx

